GRO NANCE  105- 87
(Areded by Qdinance 105-94)

BEIT CGRDAND BY THEATY GONAL GF THE ATY GF VENUS, TEXAS

SFCNANI.

Definitions: A Uhrestrai ned Aninal i s one which

isS not:

(1) Inside a fenced yard or cage;

(2) On a leash;

(3) In a house, or other dwelling unit;

(4) Tied, or staked upon open or unfenced |and;

(5) Under the imediate control of a person by obedience to
the said person's conmmands (the person and ani mal nust be
within sight of each other).

B. A Nuisance Animal is one which:

(1) On property other than its owner habitually trespasses in
a damagi ng way or habitually comrits a nuisance on the property;

(2) Shows vicious habits (Exception see Section VII);

(3) Mlests passershy who are lawfully on public property;

(4) Attacks or bites a person on property other than that of the
owner of the animal. It is a defense to this nuisance that the conplaining
party provoked the attack by teasing, taunting, injuring or attenpting to
injure said animal, nothing herein changes the duties, powers, and
responsibilities of The City and owner under Section VII1;

(5) Wihile upon property of its owner an aninal is not a nui sance the
first tine it bites a person, it is a defense to this paragraph if
the bitten person is a nenber of the | andowner's famly or a
resident on sare, or that the injured party had provoked the attack
by teasing, taunting, injuring or attenpting to injure said ani nal
or its unweaned offspring, or the injured party is later charged
for trespassing, burglary, or other crimnal offense agai nst
property as a result of the same incident in which the injury
occurred, nothing herein changes the duties, powers, and
responsibilities of The Gty and owner under Section MII;

(6) Habitually runs at or after pedestrian(s) or bicycle(s), or notor
vehicle(s);.

(7) Is kept under such unsanitary conditions that the maintenance or keeping
of said animal creates vile snells to the annoyance of the public in the
vicinity;

(8) Habitually barks, whines, how s or otherwi se nmakes a noise to the
substantial annoyance of the public in the vicinity;

C. Omer shall, for the purpose of this Ordinance, mean any person owning, Kkeeping,
mai ntai ning or harboring or having control or custody of an aninal.



D. Onn shall, for the purpose of this Odinance, mean own, keep, naintain
harbor, or have control or custody of an aninal, there is a prima facia
presunption that an animal that is regularly kept or maintained upon
specific property is owned by the owner or user thereof and that the person
named in the Deed Records of Johnson and Ellis Counties, the tax records
of the city or the water records of-the city is the owner or user of the

property.

E. Public as used in this Odinance, shall nean two or nore adult persons not
residents of the sane househol d. |

F. Animal - "aninmal" unless otherw se stated, includes mamal s and reptiles.

G Livestock shall be horse, cow, cattle, nule and/or donkey.

H WId Animal shall, for the purpose of this Odinance, include, but
not be linted to, the following: 1lion, tiger, bobcat, panther
| eopard, cheetah, bear, jaguar, javalina, raccoon, wolf, coyote,
skunk and armadi |l o.

. Poisonous Reptile shall, for the purpose of this Odinance, include
but not be limted to, the following: Gla nonster, and all poi sonous
snakes.

J. Dangerous Reptile shall, for the purpose of this Odinance, include
but not be limted to, the following: Crocodiles, alligators, boa
constrictors, or pythons.

K. Donestic Farm Aninmal s and Fow shall, for the purpose of this Odinance, be
aninals that are kept for comvercial purposes, i.e. breeding, production
of food, fur, eggs, feathers, or fertilizers. Includes, but not be limted
to the follow ng: ducks, geese, pigeons, and guinea.

L. The City shall, for the purpose of this Odinance, mean the Gty of
Venus, of Johnson and Ellis Counties, Texas.

SECTION 11

On or after the effective date of this Ordinance it shall be unlawful for
any person to keep, maintain, own or harbor an unrestrained or nuisance animal.
The Animal Control Officer or his authorized representative and/or any police
officer may enter upon private property in an effort to capture any unrestrained
or nui sance ani mal accused of violating any Section of this Odinance. The
Animal Control Oficer, his designated representative, or any police officer
may issue a citation for any violation of this Odinance.

SECTION I'11.

A Any unrestrained or nuisance animl may be inpounded by the Animal Contro
Officer, or his authorized representative, or any police officer. The City shall charge
reasonabl e fees for the redenption of animals, all costs, expenses, damages, and
services rendered by The Gty and its enpl oyees and agents as approved by the Gty
Council; and all fees shall be paid by the owner and/or person attenpting to redeem
an aninmal or aninals prior to the release of the animal or animals by The Gty. Any
ani nal not redeened within seventy-two (72) hours after its inpounding shall be



di sposed of by sale or destruction or any other neans deened proper by The Gty,
and proceeds fromsuch sale shall be retained by The Gty as cost for handling,
mai ntai ning, and caring for the aninal.

B. The taking or attenpting to take or renove fromthe custody of The City
any inpounded animal, |ivestock, wld animal, donestic farmaninmal or fow that has
been i npounded under the authority of this Odinance shall be a separate offense,
unless it is released to the owner or their agent by The Gty.

SECTION | V.

A After the effective date of this Ordinance, it shall be unlawful for any
person, association, or corporation to keep, own or harbor, any wld aninal,
dangerous reptile, or poisonous reptile within the corporate limts of The Gty and
keepi ng of such aninal is hereby declared a public nuisance; this section may be
wai ved upon issuance of a special permt by The City under guideline established by
the City Council for bona fide circuses, carnivals, zoos, or nercantile
establishments. The applicant nmust show that the general public can be protected
fromthese animals and that these animals will not be abused or neglected while in
the corporate limts of The Qty.

B. The keeping of swine, pigs and/or hogs in the corporate limts of The
Gty is declared a nuisance and is prohibited.

C  The keeping of fow on residential property is prohibited, except as
enuner at ed:

1. birds that are kept as househol d pets and housed within the
resi dence;

2. two or less birds of the same gender that are kept as a pet, even if
the fow night be considered a Donestic Farm Animal and Fow which woul d incl ude
pi geon(s), but does not include enmus and/or ostriches which are specifically prohibited
in residential zonings;

3. Section |, Bd(8), does apply to these exceptions.

Unl ess ot herwi se provided, |ivestock and donestic farmaninals and fow shall be
prohibited in residential zones, and only permtted to be kept or naintained on |and
with agricultural zoning.

D. The keeping of honeybees in a residential area is allowed if only one hive,
and that hive is either:

1. Mre than 300 feet fromany residence other than the property owner,
or

2. Property owner subnits to city witten consent fromall neighbors
with residences within 300 feet of the proposed | ocation of the
hi ve.

SECTI ON V.

It shall be deened a nui sance whenever any building, house, barn, shed,
stable, stall, pen, or any yard or appurtenance thereof, in which any |ivestock,



dog, cat, or any other wild or donestic animal or aninals shall be kept in which
manure or |iquid discharge of such animals shall collect or accunulate, and which
bui | di ng, house, barn, shed, stable, stall, pen, or any yard appurtenance thereof,
is not kept in a clean and sanitary condition so that no offensive snell shall be
allowed to escape therefrom Provided, that nothing in this section shall be

all owed or so construed as to include manure deposits upon any private property for
the' purpose of cultivating or fertilizing same, when such deposits are naintained
so as to prevent the breeding of flies. Enforcement of this section shall be the
responsibility of the County Health Cfficer, Gty Health Oficer, or Chief of
Police of The Aty.

SECTITON M.

After the effective date of this Ordinance, it shall be unlawful for any person
group of persons, associations, or corporations to maintain on or in any apartnent,
resi dence, structure, lot, contiguous |ots, parcel or contiguous parcels, or
tract of land, three (3) or nore grown dogs or * grown cats/ or conbinations of
dogs and cats. As used in this section a grown dog or grown cat shall be one
that has been weaned fromits nother's mlk. This section shall not; apply to
veterinary offices, animal hospitals, nercantile establishnents selling pets,
comerci al kennels, or aninal bearding facilities. The heretofore nentioned
exceptions cannot be operated in the follow ng zoning districts: Residential
Dstrict or Milti-Famly Dstrict, as defined in Odinance No. 242-2001 and it's
anendnents, Gty of Venus Zoni ng O di nance.

SCTTANMI.

An exception to Section VI will be that there is no limt to the nunber of sentry
dogs that may be maintained by a | andowner or user in property zoned for Retai
Business District, Restricted Business, and Industrial District, as defined in
Ordinance No. 56 and it's amendments, The City's Zoning O dinance, nothing herein shall
be deemed to waive the provision of Section V above. The naintenance of a sentry dog
or dogs under this Odinance does not waive civil responsibility and/or liability for
the conduct and action of the animal; and it is a defense to Section |, Paragraph B
Sub- paragraphs 2 and 3, that the animal bit or attacked a person or persons while in
the capacity for which he was maintained. Any person owning or having custody or using
sentry dogs which are kept, maintained, trained, or proported to be trained to work
wi thout supervision in a fenced area to deter or detain unauthorized persons found in
said area shall notify in witing the Venus Police Department of the fact that sentry
dogs are nmaintained on said property, failure to notify is declared a nisdeneanor under
this Ordinance with a mnimumfine of Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars.

SECTION VI I

Any animal, which has been reported to have bitten any person, may be
i mpounded by the Animal Control Oficer, County health officer, their deputies, or
any police officer at a place to be designated by The City for a reasonable period,
not to exceed fourteen (14) days, for observation, securing of specinens, and/or
treatment, if necessary, in order to deternmine if the animl has rabies or any
ot her dangerous or hazardous disease. Al reasonable charges which are incurred
for such inpounding are to be paid by the animal's owner, (prior to the rel ease of
the animal by The City). It is hereby nmade an offense to hide, conceal, or renove
fromthe Jurisdiction and city limts of The Gty any animal accused of biting or



attacking a person; this offense shall be known as "thwarting quarantine" and each
day of violation is a separate offense and the mininumfine for this offense is
$100.00. It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with the Animal Control
O ficer, County health officer, their deputies, or any police officer, in the
performance of their duties under this O dinance.

SECTION I'X.

Al animals over the age of three months within the corporate linits

are hereby required to be vaccinated on an annual basis against rabies, if a
vaccine is available for the particular species, by licensed veterinarian.
Vacci nation shall not apply to animals considered as |ivestock. Upon ad-
mnistering the vaccination, a vaccination certificate shall be issued to the
owner, and at the sane tine, a metal tag placed on the aninmal's collar
showi ng the date of vaccination. Failure by a veterinarian to performthese
duties does not relieve the owner of an animal of the legal responsibility to
keep the vaccination tag attached to the collar of the animal at all times
and the owner, under this Ordinance, has a legal responsibility to keep a
collar or harness on all aninmals, except |ivestock, when the animal is not
within a structure or dwelling

SECTION X

Any animal now in possession of the City pursuant to any
exi sting ordinance shall be disposed of under the applicable
provisions of this Ordinance as though said animl had been i npounded
pursuant to terms of this Ordinance.

SECTION X! .

Al'l ordinances or parts of ordinances not consistent or
conflicting with the provisions of this Odinance are hereby
repeal ed; provided that such repeal shall be only to the extent of
such inconsistency and in all other respects this Ordinance shall be
curmul ative of other Ordinances regulating and governing the subject
matter covered by this O dinance.

SECTITON X | .

That it is hereby declared that if any section, articles, subsections,
par agr aphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this OQdinance shall be de-
clared void, ineffective, or unconstitutional by a valid Judgnent or final
decree of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, such voidness, ineffectiveness,
or unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the renai ni ng phrases,
cl auses, sentences, paragraphs, subsections, articles, or sections of this
Q di nance si nce the sane woul d have been enacted by the city council w thout
the incorporation herein of any such void, ineffective or unconstitutional
phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, subsection, article or section.

SFCITANAII.

Any person, firm association of persons, corporations or other organi-
zations viol ating provisions of this OQdinance shall be deened to be guilty
of a nisdeneanor and upon conviction shall be fined in an anount not in
excess of (he Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars, each violation of this Odinance



shal | be deened a separate of fense and each day that the violati on conti nues
shal | be deened a separate of fense. Nothing herein shall prevent the
enforcenent of this Qdi nance by anot her neans aut horized by;law and this
Qdinance may be enforced by any or all neans, and the choi ce of one renedy
is not to the exclusion of any other renedy.

SFCIT AN X V.

This O dinance shall be in full force and effect fromand after its
passage and publication as provi ded by |aw



